After the DBC gel containing NaCl was completely exchanged by water molecules, the corresponding DBC xerogel was obtained by drying the gel in a vacuum oven at 60 o C for 24 h.
Synthesis of xerogels
After the DBC gel containing NaCl was completely exchanged by water molecules, the corresponding DBC xerogel was obtained by drying the gel in a vacuum oven at 60 o C for 24 h.
Growth of DBC Crystal
First, 10.0 mg of DBC was mixed with 5 mL of the NaOH solution (0.5 mg/L) until the solid was completely dissolved. And then, the mixture was adjusted to a given pH with aqueous HCl solutions until obtaining a stable hydrogel at ambient temperature. After five days, colorless crystals suitable for single-crystal X-ray diffraction analysis were finally obtained by filtration. 
Structure of DBC Crystal

